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Vi. 18. | 
3- The Holy Spirit's Affiſtance i in Prayer. Rom. 
viii. 26. . 
41. Public Prayer. 1 Kings, viii. 59. 
5. Prayer Meetings. Adds, xii. 12. 
6. Family Prayer. Joſhua, xxiv. 1 [ 
7- Cloſet Prayer. Matt. xiv. 23. 
8. Ejaculatory Prayer. Acts, vii. 59. 
9. The Prevalence of Chriſt's Interceſſon for his 
praying People. 1 John, ii. 1. 
Second Edition. Price 5s. © | 
u. Three Sermons addreſſed to Old, Middle-age®, and 
| Young People. Second Edition, Price 18. 
TIT. Remarks on Dr. Horſley's Charge. Price 12. 
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Tu cot on which the following Sermon way 
preached being a populous neighbourhood, at 
ſome diſtance from any place of worſhip of the 
Calviniſtic penſuaſion, and many of the Author's | 
members raſiding near it, he had long thought it 
deſirable zo have, at leaſt, a weekly lecture there. 
Some efforts were made, ſeven years ago, to pro- 
cure a ſyitable place, or ground, op which to 
build one; but failing of ſucceſs, the defign was 
1798, one of the members of the Church hiced 
two rooms, and ſermons were preached by various 
miniſters once in the week, and on the evening 
„or Lord's day. The congregation increaſing 
beyond all expectation, and the word being much 
bleſſed, eſpecially among the young people, it 
was determined to build a Mecting, the firſt 
3. | | one 


„ 

ſtone of which was laid by the Authors on | Monday 
the 14th of April. 

At the opening of the Meeting, the following 
Diſcourſe was delivered, and the miniſters ard 
friends who dined together after ſervice, unani- 
mouſly and earneſtly ſolicited its publication. It 
has nothing to recommend it to particular notice 
but the importance of the truths on which it is 
founded ; but fince „ God hath choſen ' the 
« fooliſh things of the world te confound” the 
« wiſe, and God hath choſen the weak things of 
* OP world to confound the things which arc 
mighty,” it may pleaſe him to make even this 
gin Sermon a bleſſing to the ſoul of the reader. 
If any apology is necdful ſor the unufual 
length of this Sermon, it is not due ſo much to 
the reader, as to the hearers, who gave it an in- 
dulgent and patient hearing for one hour and a 
quarter. To thoſe who heard; and thoſe who 
read it, may the Lord make it an W 
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a” we Amen, yy . ? wy oy AQ 


TA 


ACTS, xx. a4. 


T teſtify the Goſpel of the grace of God. 


Tas intereſting expreſſion is the language of 


the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, who had not long 


before been known as the chief among the blaſ- 
phemers of the name of Jeſus, and the moſt in- 


velerate of all the perſecutors of his diſciples. 


He not only witneſſed and approved the death of 


Stephen, taking charge of the clothes of tlioſe 
who ſtoned him, but he made havock of the 
“ church, entering into every houſe, and haling 
* men and women, committed them to priſon.” 


Acts, viii. 3. Another paſſage ſays, © And Saul, 
pet breathing out threatenings and flaughter 


* againſt the diſciples of the Lord, went unto the 


„ high-prieſt, and deſired of him letters to Da- 
_ maſcus to the ' ynagogues, that if he found any 
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& of this way, whether they were men or wo- 
% men, he might bring them bound unto Jeruſa- 0 
* lem.” Adds, ix. 1, 2. What abundant mercy, Je 
what omnipotent grace, are manifeſted in the con- p 
verſion of this eminent ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt ! 
What ſurpriſe and aſtoniſhment muſt it have ex- i 


cited through all his former connexions, and in A 
the minds of the public at large, to ſee that very 
man who had been one of the moſt forward, as th 


well as one of the moſt inveterate oppoſers of the hi 
Goſpel of Jeſus, not only now commend it, and 


aſſociate with its advocates, but, under the influ- oy 
ence of an ardent and boundleſs zeal, flying from m 
country to country, and from city to city, with hos 
the expreſs deſign of making converts to this I an 


faith ; and ſpreading abroad the glory and pre of 
ciouſneſs of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, of whom it ad 
teſtifies; cheerfully ſacrificing the enjoyments of .. 
domeſtic life, bearing ſatigues and hardſhips by F c. , 
ſen and land, and with undaunted fortitude ex- | .. F 
poſing himſelf to the open and undiſguiſed fury of 


| anc 
laſcivious and idolatrous heathens, and to the I - 
more ſecret and diſguiſed malignity of ſelf-righte- I un 


ous Jews! To both he uniformly declared their . 
loſi and helpleſs condition, as finners againſt I 
God, and that ſalvation and remiſſion of fins FI «. , 
were only to be obtained through a once crucified NI ,, , 
but now riſen Jeſus; and that an unfeigned faith Y 1 
in him was the only ſource of 1 3 7 
7 


and obedicnce to God. | Ti 
CJ | 'This | 


(T1 


This faithful and laborious miniſter of the 2 
Goſpel is come to Miletus, on his way to Jeruſa- 
lem, and ſends for the elders of the church at 
Epheſus, in which place the Lord had made him 
inſtrumental of much good. Impreſſed with an 
idea that he ſhall ſee their faces no more in the 
fleſh, he is defirous of giving them a farewell 
addreſs. With what dignity of character does 
this venerable miniſter of the Goſpel ſtand before 
his hearers ! with what conſcious integrity of 
mind does he call to their recollection the ſpirit 
with which he had entered in among, and the 
manner in which he had ſerved them in his miniſ- 
terial capacity! Appealing in the moſt confident. 
and ſolemn manner to their conſciences forthe truth 
of what he now ſaid, he thus addreſſes them; ; 
« Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I 
e am pure from the blood of all men, for I have 
not ſhunned to declare unto you all the coun- 
% ſeÞ of God.” See alſo with what indifference 
and cheerfulneſs he anticipates 'approaching ſuf- 


ferings, totally devoid of the fear of death, even an 


unnatural death: And now, behold, I go 
« bound in the ſpirit, unto Jeruſalem, not know- 
« ing the things that ſhall befall me there; ſave 
* that the Holy Ghoſt witneſſeth in every city, 
* ſaying, that bonds and afflitions abide me. 
% But none of theſe things move me; neither 
* count I my life dear unto myſelf, fo that I 
6s might finiſh my courſe with joy, and the mi- 

| * 2 - 66 niſiry 


( 43 
ec niftry which I have received of the Lord Jefus 
. to teſtify the Goſpel of the grace of God.” 
When ſuch is the conduct, and ſuch the temper 
of a Chriſtian paſtor, how beautiful is the ſcene, 
how enviable the fituation of the miniſter and 
people thus mutually bleſſed! It is eaſy to con- 
ceive what ſtrong regret and what tender emo- 
tions will neceſſarily accompany their laſt inter- 
view, their final parting, until they meet in the 
preſence of God and the Lamb. It is, indeed, 


beautifully exempliſied in the conclufion of the 


chapter: And when he had thus ſpoken, ' he 
„ kneeled down and prayed with them all, and 
« they all wept ſore, and fell on Paul's neck, and 
& kiſſed him; ſorrowing moſt of all for the 
© words which he ſpoke, that they ſhould ſee his 
& face no more, And they ms as him 
« unto the ſhip.” T 
If any aſk, why this houſe was built ? we an- 
| wer, that it was for the expreſs purpoſe of teſti- 
ſying the Goſpel of the grace of God to a multi- 
tude of perſons who reſide at a conſiderable diſ- 
tance from any other place of worſhip: and we 
are met to-day for the purpoſe of aſking the bleſſ- 
ing of the Lord upon the work, and alſo to aſk 
your aſſiſtance towards defraying the expenſes. of 
it; and if you have ſeen the excellency, and felt 
the power of that Goſpel of which we are now 
Z going t to ſpeak, you will, with cheerfulneſs, con- 
tribute 
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albute xcoordiog te the ahility which God b 


given you. 


" The Gnience whick'T-hawe Gleed. for my text, 


contains three terms, which are alike fignificant 


and important—GoseeL, GRAcxR, Trsrirv. We 
ſhall attend to theſe in their order. 


Firſt, This word Go/pel, although uſed in the 
Holy Scriptures in various ſenſes, always leads the 


mind to a ſubje& which is neceſſarily and inva- 
riably the object of a real Chriſtian's affection. 


May it be ſo diſcourſed upon to-day, through 


divine aſſiſtance, as to have its beauty fo fully il- 
luſtrated, and its importance ſo ſtrongly felt, that 


cach of us may be eonvinced that it is highly 


worthy of being denominated the glorious Go/pel, 


and that the ſpread of it is a moſt deſirable thing 


in itſelf, and likely to be extenſively uſeful in 
every city, town, and village where its l 


| ſound is publiſhed. 
The term is applied to the ſeveral narrations 


which were written by the four Evangeliſts. The 


| ſecond of theſe begins his hiſtory in the following 
manner: The beginning of the Goſpel of Jeſus 


& Chriſt, the Son of God.” Mark, i. 1. It is ſuit- 
able to call each of theſe ſacred books the Gofpel, 
becauſe they contain, and it is their expreſs deſign 


_ to exhibit, the hiſtory of the Meſſiah in his i incar- 


nation, miniſtry, miracles, death, and glorious re- 


ſurrection and aſcenſion to the right hand of the 
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It is applies to the promiſes which were made 
to the ancient patriarchs, who were looking for- 
ward to, and waiting for that long: deſired and 
glorious period when he ſeed of ihe woman ſhould: 
come to redeem and hlets our guilty world. Thus 
the Apoſile Paul: And the Scripture, foreſeeing 
& that God would juſtify the heathen through 
% faith, preached before the Goſpel unto Abra- 
e bam, ſaying, In thee ſhall all nations be ble ſſ- 
% ed.” Gal. iii. 8. And the language of our 
Lord throws light upon ſuch Old Tettament ſerip- 
tures, when he ſays, * Your ſather Abraham re- 
«« joiced to fee my day; and he ſaw it, and was 
&« glad.” John, viii. 56. So that we may venture 
to ſay, Abraham hcard and knew the Goſpel, be- 
lieyed its teſtimony, felt its power, and nn in 
its bleſſings. 5 
; The writer of the Epiſtle to the Ss allud- 
ing to the Jews in the wilderneſs, ſays, “ For 
 * unto us was the goſpel preached as well as 
 « unto them; but the word preached did not 
* profit them, not being mixed with faith in 
them that heard it,” Heb. iv. 2. In this text 
it is evidently underſtood, that the Goſpel was 
preached unto the Jews in the wilderneſs; and 


where was it contained but in the types and ſha- K 
dows of that diſpenſation? They were the Goſpel of 
that day. All the facrifices that were ſlain, every 2 
ſtream of animal blood which flowed upon the / * 


Jewiſh altar, had relation to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
1. 7 0 


| 1 
the one great ſacrifice which was to be offcred in 
the laſt days. They pointed to the Lamb lain 


from the foundation of the world ; to the foun- 


tain that was to be opened to cleanſe away fin: 


in ſhort, thoſe inſtitutions did ſo fully and fo ex- 


prefily preach the Goſpel, that when John the 


Baptiſt gathered the whole ſpirit and object of the 


firſt or legal diſpenſation into one ſhort ſentence, 
it run thus, “ Behold the Lamb of God which 


«© taketh away the ſin of the world. John, i. 29. 


The natural and obvious meaning of the term 
itſelf is, good news, and in this its name anſwers to 
its ſubject; for by this Goſpel it is declared, that 
Jeſus Chriſt is come to be the ſaviour of guilty 
ſinners. This is the repreſentation made of the 
Goſpel in the evangelical predictions of the an- 


cient prophets : * How beautiful upon the moun- 
e tains are the feet of him that bringeth good 


« tidings, that publiſheth peace; that bringeth 
« good tidings of great joy, that publiſheth ſalva- 
ce tion, that ſaith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth!“ 
Iſa. Iii. 7. Such alſo is the deſcription of the 


Goſpel as given by the heavenly meſſenger who : 


announced the Meſſiah's birth to the ſhepherds : 


And the angel ſaid unto them, Fear not; for, 


e behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
« which ſhall be to all people; for unto you is 
« horn this day in the city of David, a Saviour, 
« which is Chriſt the Lord.“ Luke, ii. 10. It was 


vot enough for thoſe holy and happy ſpirits to 
2} announce 
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announce this eventful and glorious ſubject, but 


they partook of our joy, and in ſweet and exalted 
ſtrains ſung the wonders of redeeming love to- 
wards fallen men: And ſuddenly there was 


« with the angel a multitude of the heavenly hoſt, 


« praiſing God, and ſaying, Glory to God in the 
« higheſt, and on earth peace, good will . 
„ men!” Vee. 114% 

It is worthy of our recollection, that every ſcrip- 
ture in which we have found the word Gofpel, and 
which we cited on purpoſe to obtain a juſt view 
of the ſubject, has a direct and manifeſt alluſion 
to Jeſus Chriſt. As he was the ſubſtance of all the 


promiſes, types, and prophecies, which were given 


to the fathers under the Old Teſtament, ſo it 
was deſigned that he ſhould be the ſubject of 
the miniſtry of the apoſtles, and all ſubſequent 
teachers, under the New. It is, therefore, very 
properly called the Go/pel of Chriſt, not only be- 
cauſe he is the author of it, and ſent his diſciples 
into the world to publiſh it among all nations, 
but becauſe this teſtimony is all about and con- 
cerning the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. This remark is 
both illuſtrated and confirmed by his own exam- 


ple, and that of his firſt miniſters. When he was 


preaching to two of his diſciples aſter his reſur- 


rection, it is laid, that, „beginning at Moſes and 


« all the prophets, he expounded unto them in 
“all the Scriptures the things concerning him- 
* ſelf.” Luke, xxiv. 27. Allo the diſciples who 


went 
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went to Antioch we find © preaching. the "= | 


« Jeſus ; and the hand of the Lord was with 
«© them, and a great number believed and turned 
to the Lord.“ Acts, xi. 20, 21. The Apoſtle 


Paul, deſcribing the general tenour of his own 
preaching, and that of his fellow-labourers in the 
Goſpel vineyard, ſays, For we preach not our- 


« ſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, and ourſelves 


your ſervants for Chriſt's ' ſake.” 2 Cor. iv. 5. 


It being then aſcertained that Jeſus Chriſt is the 
ſubject of the Goſpel teſtimony, we proceed to 
ſhow you what it is concerning him which ſhould 
be laid before our hearers, and urged _ them 
in the miniſtrations of the word. 


1. The dignity of his perſon. We believe that 


the glory of Chriſt, as a Saviour, is not merely his 
having a divine nature, nor yet his being a holy 
and a ſpotleſs man, but conſiſts rather in the union 
of the divine and human nature in one perſon. We 
are aware that the doctrine contains an inexplica- 


ble myſtery, and we have read with care and at- 


tention the bold and unreſerved oppoſition which 


ſome modern profeſſors have made to it. The 
more we read the Holy Scriptures, the more we 


are convinced of the propriety of the Apoſtle's de- 
ſcription of this doctrine ; © And without contro- 
« yerſy, great is the myſtery of godlineſs ! God 
« was manifeſt in the fleſh.” 1 Tim. iii. 16. 


Yea, the more wo are ſatisfied that the Mon of | 
0 Sorrotus 
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Sorrows | ſpoken of by the Prophet, Ia. Nil. 3 
and the perſon ſaid by the Apoſtle to be over 
© all, God bleſſed for ever. Amen” (Rom. ix. 5.), 
conſtitute but one Chriſt. There are many ſcrip- 
tures, to which we can find no rational clue but 
what ariſes out of this doctrine ; nay, upon any 
other ground, the following texts will be found 
abſurd, and calculated only to confuſe and miſ- 
lead us: For unto us a Child is born, unto us a 
Son is given, and the government ſhall be 
“ upon his ſhoulder, and his name ſhall be called 
«* Wonderful, Counſellor, the mighty God, the 
« everlaſting Father, the Prince of Peace.“ Iſai. 


ix. 6. The word was made fleſh, and dwelt 


© among us, and we beheld his glory, the glory 
c as of the only begotten of the Father, full of 
« grace and truth.” — John bare witneſs of him, 
« and cried, ſaying, This was he of whom I 
© ſpake, He that cometh after me is preferred 
« befofe me, for he was before me, and of his 
an n have all we received, and grace for 
& grace.“ John, i. 14, 16. 

2. The excellency and utility of the offices of 
Chriſt conſtitute another branch of the Goipel- 
He is the Prophet, the Prieſt, and the King of his 
Church. In all theſe characters he is frequently 
repreſented in the Scriptures, both of the Old and 
New Teſtament. Every one of them is highly im- 
portant to the D and its ſal vation and pro- 


3 ſ] perity 


„ 


ſperity are oſten conſidered as dependant upon the 


Redeemer's faithful and conſtant diſcharge. of 
them. As a Prophet, he is the fountain of his 


people's knowledge. As a Prieſt, he atones, in- 
tercedes for, and bleſſes them, in the name of the 


Lord. As a King, he ſits upon his throne, ſends 
forth his law, diſpenſes his favours to his ſaints, 


and defends them from all the open. and ſecret 


aſſaults of their enemies. Earth and hell may 
unite all their wiſdom and power againſt the 


truth, and againſt its advocates; they may ſtrive 
to hinder the ſpreading of the Goſpel, and to leſ- 


ſen the number of its friends ; but every ſuch 
aitempt is as fooliſh as it is wicked, whilſt Jeſus 
continues to reign in Zion. The language of 


heaven is, He that fitteth in the heavens ſhall 


ce Jaugh, the Lord ſhall have them 1 in deriſion.“ 


P ſa. 1 11.4 : 4. 
3- Another branch of the Golpet.. is the cer- 


tainty of his being the promiſed Meſſiah. The 
Jews of our Lord's time rejected his doctrine, 
reviled his miracles, aſcribed to his moſt beneva- 


lent actions baſe and unworthy motives, and, 


finally, crucified him as a traitor and impoſtor. 
Jews of modern times approve and follow the 
ſootſieps of their fathers, continuing not only de- 


cided in their contempt and rejection of Chriſti- 
anity, but almoſt generally refuſing even to hear 
or read what may be advanced in ſupport of a 


n ſo important in itſelf, and ſo intimately 
E'S connected 
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( 12 } 
— with their own proſperity. The ex- 


itence of their own nation, and the calamitous 
circumftances under which they now labour, are 


not more convincing proofs of the truth of the 
Jewiſh ſcriptures, than are the miracles which 
Chriſt wrought, and the things he ſuffered, con- 


vincing proofs of his being the very perſon pro- 


miſed to, and propheſied of by their fathers, and 
for whoſe coming they fo ardently prayed, and 
_ conſtantly looked in the exerciſe of ſaith and pa- 
tience. Though we are not immediately called 
to miniſter among a people who reject Chriſt, yet 
we may ſuitably and profitably at times dwell 
upon the evidences of his Meſſiahſnip. May it 
Not only be our happineſs to know that Jeſus is 
come in the fleſh, and that he is the Anointed of 
the Father; but may we be aſſiſted to ſay in the 
higheſt ſenſe of the expreſſion, © We have found 
'« the Meſſiah!” John, i. 41. If ſo, we have 
found the pearl of great price, and have ground of 
abundant joy and confidence before God, both as 
to what we have in hand, and alſo in reſpect of 
what God hath given us in proſpect. 

4. The Virtue and efficacy of our Redeemer's 
obedience and death. This is one of the moſt 
peculiar and prominent branches of divine truth. 


When he was manifeſted in the fleſh, it is ſaid of 


him, that he was made under the law,” Gal. 


iv. 4; alfo, that ** he took upon him the form 


« of a ſervant. Phil, ii. 7. It was in this cha- 
| _ 
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„ ſeparate from ſinners.” Heb. vii. 26. 


( 3) 


** that he yielded a. full and perfect obedience 
to the righteous law of God, in thought,. word 


and deed; thereby fulfilling the prophetic teſti- 
mony, He will magnify the law, and make it 
«© honourable.” Iſa. xlii. 21; and alſo the fol- 


lowing ſcripture, © For ſuch an High-prieſt be- 
% came us, who is holy, harmleſs, undefi led, 


only needful that we ſhould thus look at Jeſus, 
rendering an obedience to his heavenly Father in 
every reſpect proportioned to the extent and ſpi- 
Tituality of the law, but alſo look at him as thus 
obeying in the name and ſtead of all thoſe for 


whom he acted as a ſurety. 


But he ſuffered and died, as well as obeyed for 
us, bearing the curſe and penalty which that las 
denounces againſt tranſgreſſors of the human 


race. The death of Cariſt, and the one oftering 


which he was thereby to make to God for the fins 
of his people, were ſet forth in all the bloody fa- 
crifices of the firſt diſpenſation : it was alſo the 
frequent ſubject of prophetic teſtimony. Chriſt 
himſelf alſo predicted the event, and explained 
the nature of it in the following paſſages: © The 
« Son of Man came not to be miniſtered unto, 


% but to miniſter, and give his life a ranſom. for 


« many.” Matt. xx, 28. And as Moſes lifted 
© up the ſerpent in the wilderneſs, even ſo muſt 
* the Son of Man be lifted up.” John, iii. 14. 
And when the ſcriptures had been fulfilled by his 


crucifixion, 


It is not 8 
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crucifixion, his diſciples had the ſubject more fully 
explained to them. It became alſo the leading 
topic of their miniſtiy. It wasevidently the dar- 
ling theme of the Apoſile Paul, and it was fo juſtly ; 


ſor it is the very ſoul of Chriſtianity : it is, indeed, 
the keyſtone iu the building of Goſpel truth; and 
if this were removed, the whole would be weak- 
ened and injured. This may naturally be in- 


ferred from the following ſcriptures: © But we 


«« preach Chritt crucined, unto the Jews a ſtum- 
„ ling-block, and unto the Greeks fooliſhneſs, but 
© unto them which are called, both Jews and 
«& Greeks, Chriſt, the power of God, and the 
„ wiſdom of God.” 1 Cor. i. 23, 24. For 1 


* determined not to know any thing among you 


© ſave Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified,” 1 Cor. 
n. 2. But God forbid that I fhould glory, ſave 
in the croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom 
tlie world is crucified unto me, and I unto the 
« world.” Gal. vi. 14. We may alſo appeal to your 
own conſciences, Chriſtian brethren, in regard 


to the glory and power of this doctrine. Is it not, 


Chriſtian, at Calvary beholding Chriſt crucified, 
that you obtain the largeſt meaſure, and realize 
the ſtrongeſt fecling of what the Scripture calls 
« a broken heart?” Is it not from Calvary that 
you draw your richeſt comfort, when your con- 
ſcience is wounded and oppreſſed with the guilt 
of fin? Do you not ſrom Calvary alfo derive your 
firongeſt motives to hate, renounce, and fight 

againli 


FF 


„ 
againſt ſin? If ever you was enabled to Jook at 
death without fear; if you have been enabled to 
ſay with David, “ Yea, though I walk through 


60 the valley of the ſhadow of death, I will fear no 


evil!“ —has it not had ſome connexion with 
the doctrine of the crots ? The Apoitle will ex- 
plain our meaning in the following text: © He 
5 alſo himſelf likewiſe took part of the ſame, 
e that through death he might deſtroy him that 
had the power of death; that is, the devil, and 
deliver them who, through ſcar of death, * 
all their liſetime ſubject to bondage through 
“ the fear of death.” Heb. ii. 14, 15. Thus the 
obedience and death of Jeſus forms one of the 
moſt glorious and comfortable branches of the 


* 


Goſpel teſtimony. The convinced and ſelſ- con- 


demned ſinner would utterly deſpair, but for 
the ſupport which he receives from this ſubjeci: 
for he ſeels that he is incapable of making atoue- 
ment for the fins he has committed, and equally 
incapable of keeping the law for the time to come. 
But with wonder, love, and gratitude, he reads 
that conciſe and beautiful repreſentation of the 
Apoſtle's: “ For what the law could not do, in 
e that it was weak through the fleſh, God ſend- 
« ing his own Son in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, 


and for ſin, condemned fin in the fleſh, that 


& the rightcouſneſs of the law might be ful- 
« filled in us who walk not aſter the fleſh, but 


r after the * * Rom. viii. 3, 4. 


= The 


5. The fulneſs of the Redeemer's grace, and 
the innumerable bleſſings which flow to the 


Church through him, is another branch of the 
Goſpel teſtimony. One Apoſtle deſcribes him as 
full of grace and truth ;” and adds, . Of his 
&* fulneſs have all we received, and grace for 


„ grace.” John, i. 14, 16. The Apoſtles dwelt 


much upon the rich and peculiar bleſſings which 
_ Chriſt hath procured for his Church. To the 


people of Antioch the Apoſtle Paul ſaid, . Be it 


* known unto you, therefore, men and brethren, 


that through this man is preached unto you the 


« forgiveneſs of fins : and by him all that believe 
are juſtified from all things from which ye could 
* not be juſtified by the law of Moſes.” Acts, 
iii. 38, 39. In his Epiſtle to the Epheſians alſo 
he ſays, * Unto me, who am leſs than the leaſt 
« ofall ſaints, is this grace given, that I ſhould 
« preach among the Gentiles the unſearchable 
« riches of Chriſt.” Peter, when in the houſe of 
Cornelius, ſpeaking concerning the word which 
was publiſhed throughout all Judea, characterizes 
it thus, © Preaching peace by Jeſus Chriſt.” Acts, 
x. 36. The Goſpel alſo teſtifies of the ineſtima- 


ble privilege of adoption into the family of God, 


as belonging “ to them that believe on his 
„ name.” John, i. 12. Such are alſo encou- 
raged to ſay, © Let us come boldly unto the 
. * throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, 


46 and grace to help us in _ time of "Hed. 
c 


6 
Heb. iv. 18, And it is by“ the hearing of faith,” 
Gal. jij. 2, that men receive the Holy Spirit, 
He enables them to underſtand and embrace 
the truth, affifs them to call God their father, 
and helps their infirmities in all the exerciſes 
and devotions of religion. Whilſt in ſome places - 
the Apoſtles ſpeak of Goſpel bleſſings fingly, in 
others they exhibit them in a rich and beautiful 
cluſter ; as in the following ſcripture : © Bleſſed 
be the God and Father of our. Lord Jeſus Chriſt, - 
« who hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleflings 
« in heavenly places in Chriſt, according as he 
e hath choſen us in him beſore the foundation of 
* the world, that we ſhould be holy, and without 
blame before him in love; having predeſti - 
“ nated us unto the adoption of children by Jeſus. 
“ Chriſt to himſelf, according to the good plea- 
% ſure of his will, to the praiſe of the glory of 
his grace, wherein he hath made ys accepted in 
« the beloyed; in whom we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveneſs of fins ac- 
* cording to the riches of his grace.” Eph. j. 3-7, 
What an extenſive chain of bleflings is here ſet 
before us! how precious and important in them- 


ſel ves! and how juſtly calculated to fill the ſoul _ 


with joy and comfort! For he that has theſe 
bleſſings, js truly honoprable, and immenſely rich, 
6. The agency and work of the Help Spirit is 
an important part of this Gaſpel, We live in 
days when the influences of the Holy Spirit arg 
'Þ not 
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not only ſlighted and undervalued, but alſo moſt 
awfully reviled and bla ſphemed; and yet from 
ſuch phraſes as the following Senſual, having 


cc not the ſpirit,” Jude 19; and, Now if any 


e man have not the ſpirit of Chtiſt, he is none of 
&« his,” Rom. viii. 9; it appears evident, that 
he who receives not this ſpirit in the miniſtration 


of the Goſpel, is not a genuine believer ; he is not 


a areal diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt. Let us not be miſ. 


underſtood ; we are not pleading for thoſe extraor-' 
dinary and miraculous influences of the Holy 
Spirit which were peculiar fo the Prophets and 


Apoſtles; nor are we pleading the cauſe of thoſe 
enthuſiaſts in religion, who pretend to dreams, 
revelations, and extraordinary impulſes, and who 
put them in the place of the word of God, which 
is the only authentic rule of the Chriſtian's ſaith, 
: experience, worſhip, and practice; and which 
word is never contradicted or oppoſed by the Holy 
Spirit. We are only pleading for that ſpecies of 
his divine influence, which has in every age been 
neceſſary to give ſaving efficacy to the miniſtry of 
the word in the conſciences of loft ſinners. With- 
out the aid of this divine agent, the underſtanding 
is too dark to perceive the excellency and value 
of Goſpel truth, the will too ſtrongly intrenched 
in enmity and unbelief, to yield to it that prompt 
and unreſerved ſubmiſſion which it uniformly 
claims; and the affections are too earthly and car- 
nal, em to e and embrace a ſyſtem, the 
| whole 
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Whole tendency of which is, to Frucify the dem 
with all its affections aga lyſis. , 
"he Holy, Spirit in cog 


The ordinary operations of. 
effe&ua] calling, arg, widely, different from his ex- 


traordinary, operationq,ip, the fich lage of- the 


Church; the farmer, were general, and extended 


to every real Ohyiſtianz, the latter were pechlijar, 
and were. giv en only, tp ſome. he gu bad r 
ſpect to the aual conyerſion. ff: the finngr, b. 


convincing him of fin, of righteonſpęß, and, of 
judgment; and, taking the, things; of Meſus, and 
ſhewing them to his foul : the,ptharhad; xelatiop 
chiefly to the ſpeaking with divers tongues, andthe 
gift of working miracles. This remarxk,will be fully 
confirmed by comparing John, vin pi, with 
As, ii. 4—11; and chep. 4ji; 6, In the writs 
ings of the Apoſile Paul, he makes daarning, elg- 
quence, and zeal, .comparatively nathing, in the 
ſacceſsful miniſtration.of the Gofpel, and the light 


and power of the Holy Ghoſt, everything. To 


prove this remark, I might cite paſſages without 
number; but one or two will ſuffice ſor the real 
Chriſtian, ,and a thouſand, would not copyinge 
the unbelieving ſcoſſer. Now we have received, 
*© not the ſpitit of the world, hut the, ſpirit which 
* is of God; that we might know the things that 


** are ſreely given to us of God: Which things 


« we ſpeak, not in the words which man's wir- 


e dom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghoſt 


1 n. comparing ſpiritual things with ſpi- 


3 1 & ritual, 
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4 ritual. But the natural man teceiveth not the 


things of the ſpirit of God, for they are fooliſh- 
ve nefs unto him; neither can he know them, be- 
ic cauſe they are ſpiritualiy diſcerned.“ 1 Cor. ii. 


12—14. * For our Goſpel came not unto you in 


« word only, but alſo in power, and in the Holy 


« Ghoſt, and in much aſſurance. 1 Thefl: i. © 
4 fact, the operations of the Holy Spirit are ef- 


ntial to our ſalvation : he is a party in the cove- 
nant of Grace, and it is his office to enlighten 
the underſtanding, awaken the conſcience;' and 


Fork faith in the heart; thereby bringing the ſoul 


to a vital union with Chriſt, and a rich participa- 


tion in all the dleſſings of ſalvation. His gra- 


cious work in us, is as indiſpenſably neceſſary to 


eternal life as the Father's-love to us, and the 


| Son's obedience and .death for ns. Hence, in 
many ſcriptures where the two latter are either af- 
firmed or alluded to, the work of the Holy Spirit is 


not only joined with theirs; but all the knowledge 


and experience we obtain of theſe bleſſed truths 
are aſcribed to his agency alone. This is clear 
from the two following texts: © Therefore being 


& juftified by faith, we have peace with God 


« through our Lord Jcſus Chriſt ; by whom alſo 
we have acceſs by faith into that grace wherein 
« we ſtand and rejoice, in hope of the glory of 
*«« God. And not only fo, but we glory in tribu- 


* lation alſo, knowing that tribulation worketh 


mo NI and patience experience, and'expe- 
3 ** rience 


4 9 


« rience hope, and hope maketh not aſhamed ; 
*' becauſe the love of God is ſhed abroad in our 
e hearts by the Holy Ghoſt which is given unto 


* us.” Rom. v. 1—5. © But after that, the kind- 
«© neſs and love of God our Saviour toward man 


appeared. Not by works of righteouſneſs 
& which we have dane, but according to his 
* mercy, he ſaved us, by the waſhing of regener$ 

tion, and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt : which 
he ſhed on us abundantly, through Jeſus Chriſt 
«© our Saviour, that, being juſtified by his grace, 
* we ſhould be made heirs according to the hope 
10 of eternal life.” Tit. iii. 4—7. From theſe paſ- 


ſages 'we do not ſcruple to infer, that the doctrine 


of the Spirit's agency is one great branch of the 
Goſpel, and that he who has not been taught, 
convinced, and renewed by him, is a Chriſtian in 
the letter and in the — but not in the ſpirit, or 
in power. 


5. Another part of the Goſpel is the fruit and 


effed, with which the unſeigned belief of it never 


fails to be attended. In one place the Scriptures 


ſpeak of the * things that accompany ſalvation.” 
Heb. vi. 9. And in another thus; For the 
ce grace of God that bringeth falvation hath ap- 


„ peared to all men, teaching us, that, denying 


% angodlineſs and worldly Juſts, we ſhould live 
„ ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in the preſent 


« world.” Titus, ii. 11, 12. Holineſs and good 
works are the natural and inevitable conſequence 
e | 1 of 
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of this Goſpel coming to the ſoul in the demon- 
ſtration of the Holy Spirit. He that lives and 
walks after the fleſh, he who is governed by the 
ſpirit and maxims of the world, and who loves 
and lives in fin—ſuch a perſon can neither know 
the nature, feel the power, enjoy the comfort, nor 


live under the influence of the Goſpel. Theſe 


things never fail to make ſin appear truly loath- 
ſome, and fill the heart with an utter abhorrence 


of it. The real Chriſtian not only prays and 
fights againſt fin, but he groans under it, he de- 


fires to have it eradicated out of his heart; and one 
of the principal reaſons why he looks forward 


toward, and longs for glory, is, becauſe in that 


happy ſtate there will be no ſin. It is not only 

his wiſh to be “ filled with the fruits of righteouſ- 
* neſs,” Phil. i. 11; but ſo far is the Goſpel from 
having any licentious tendency in his experience; 


that the language of the moſt determined advocate 


for the Gotpel of grace, is invariably the language 
of his heart: What ſhall we ſay then? Shall 
«. we continue in fin, that grace may abound ? 
« God forbid! How ſhall we that are dead to 
e ſin, live any longer therein?“ Rom, vi. 1, 2. 
It appears then, that the Goſpel itſelf bas a tend- 
ency to holineſs, that the miniſiers of Chriſt urge 
this as a valuable and important branch of it. 
The Lord be praiſed, that we can produce thou- 


ſands who believe and love this Goſpel ; whoſe 


holy lives illuſtrate and en it, and thereby 
contradict 


9 
contradict the calumnies of thoſe who charge it 
with being inimical to holineſs and good works. 

This is the Goſpel which it is our duty and our 
delight to preach among you. This is the Goſpel 
that 'was known and believed among the firſt 
diſciples of Jeſus, and has been ſucceſſively em- 
braced by the fathers, the martyrs, the reformers, 
and other faithful miniſters of the Lord Jeſs 

Chriſt, and which, under the bleſſing of God, 

has proved the inſtrument of life and ſalvation to - 

our loſt and periſhing ſouls. That it accords not 
with the opinion of the myltitade, or with that of 
the learned few, is no wonder ; we are taught to 
expect that the carnally wiſe will eſteem it fool= _ 
iſhneſs, that the ſelf-righteous will cry out againft 
it as licentious, and that the ſenſual will condemn 
it as too ſtrict and preciſe. Thus they treated the 
preaching of the Prophets, of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
his Apoſtles. In our own times the preſs and the 
pulpit both teem with reproaches caſt upon this 

Goſpel, and thoſe who believe and love it, count- 

ing them fools and enthuſiaſts, and wickedly 

charging them with being the encouragers of fin 
and the oppoſers of good works. 

And what have the learned profeſſors and the 
dignified clergy of our times ſubſtituted in the 
place of that old-faſhioned ſyſtem of which we 

have been ſpeaking ? Some deliver a few well- 

ſelected ſeraps of natural hiſtory, and others ſome 
| good hints upon 2 We have heard and 
- read 
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read ſome of theſe lately; learned, ingenious, | 


and elegant, it muſt be confeſſed they are, far 
beyond any thing that hundreds of thoſe who 


preach the vulgar doctrine of ſalvation by grace, 


ever can produce. But then would not theſe 


pretty lectures come with more grace from the 


Profeflor's chair than from the Chriſtian pulpit, 


from which ought to be uniformly founded the 
good news of ſal vation by Jeſus Chriſt ? Look at 


the effects that follow this ſyſtem of things! Theſe 
highly-tiniſhed eſſays, improperly called ſermons, 


arc read both in meetings and churches, either to 
empty pews and bare walls, or the hearers yawn 


and ſleep through the exerciſe, and finally return 
as ignorant of the Goſpel, as unconcerned about 
their ſouls, and as much in love with the world 


and fin, as ever they were. If Jearned men will 


coutinuc to maintain this abſurd propoſition, that 
the reading of mere moral eſſays is the beſt way 
of preaching the Goſpel of Chriſt, they muſt ; 


but we will, we muſt declare on our part, that this 


is not 40 teſtify the Gofpel of the grace of God, that 


it is not ſuitable either to the character or condi- 
tion of ſinners, nor is it at all likely that it ſhould 
bring ſouls to Chriſt and eternal life, But we 


proceed to ſhew that this teſtimony is called, 
Secondly, The Goſpel of the grace of God.“ 
This word Grace is a word of great extent, and is 
highly valued by the real Chriſtian, and not with- 
out reaſon ; bor he well knows, and experimentally 
feels, 


(--25- } 


feels, that if the Goſpel diſpenſation bad not pro- 


— ͥ »— ron 


ceeded upon the footing of grace, it had not been 


either ſuitable or effectual to his guilty and polluted 


ſoul. Both in the Old and the New Teſtament there 
is a uniform and frequent teſtimony to the general 
principle of this doctrine, that all the good that 


God ever propoſed to giye, has actually beſtowed, 


or hereafter will confer in eternity, flows from 


the ſpontaneous and undeſerved exerciſe of his 
own matchleſs grace. This is done under differ- 
ent terms, ſuch as goodneſs, love, favour, and 
grace; and is deſigned to be placed, in direct op- 
poſition to all the fooliſh and proud conceptions 
of man, reſpecting his own goodneſs and firength. 
That the mixture of grace and works in the ſal- 
vation of the ſinner, is of all things the moſt pre- 


poſterous and unſcriptural, is obvious from the 


following text: And if by grace, then it is no 
„ more of works, otherwiſe grace is no more 
„ grace; but if it be of works, then is it no more 
« grace, otherwife work is no mare work.” Rom. 
xi. 6. The freeneſs, extent, and value of this 
grace, may be inferred from the manner in which 
it is ſet forth in the inſpired volume. In one place 
it is called “ abundance of grace,” Rom. v. 17; 
in another, ** abundant grace,” 2 Cor. iv. 15; in 
a third, the riches of his grace,” Eph. i. 7; and 


in a fourth, the exceeding iches of his grace,” 


Eph. ii, 7. 


1, The r is called i* the Goſpel of the 
* * grace 


: 
: 
' 
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6 grace of God,” becauſe it has its origin in the- 


eternal purpoſe of Jehovah's grace. This is af- 
firmed in the following ſcripture . ** Who hath 
8 ſaved us, and called us with an holy calling, 
not according to our works, but according to 
© his own purpoſe and grace, which was given us 
& in Chriſt Jeſus before the world began; but is 
% now made manifeſt by the appearing of our 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who hath aboliſhed death, 


„ and hath brought life and immortality to light 
through the Goſpel.” 2 Tim. i. 9, 10. It ap- 
pears then, that the ſalvation of ſinners by Jeſus 


Chriſt was not planned after the fall of man, and 
made dependant upon his own goodneſs and 
ſtrength, but that in eternity this wonderful ſcheme 


was deviſed, the Mediator ſet up, the covenant 


ſolemnly entered into, and all the promiſes of it 
ſanctioned by the oath of an unchangeable God. 
It was among the firſt and the grandeſt of all the 
deſigus which the mind of Jehovah formed, and 
is, without doubt, the Jabour of infinite wiſdom, 
omnipotent power, and boundleſs grace, and is 
well deſcribed in the following ſcripture : © But we 
« ſpeak the wiſdom of God in a myftery, even the 


& hidden wiſdom which God ordained before the 


« world unto our glory.” 1 Cor. ii. 7. 

2. It is the Goſpel of te grace of God, _ 
it is the medium by which Jehovah reveals and 
makes his grace manifeſt. In the works of nature 


there is a rich and beautiful * of the wiſdom 
and 


1d 


(a7 ) 
and power of God ; but it is in the Goſpel alone 
that we can read his character, as a God in 
Chriſt, as a God pardoning iniquity, tranſgreſ- 


ſion, and fin. This ſtamps a glory and a value 


upon divine revelation, which, though never ſeen 
or felt either by the man of the world or the ſelf- 
righteous phariſee, are experimentally known by 
the real Chriſtian, and become to him the fruitful 
ſource of joy and peace : yea, it is this which 
makes the Goſpel a meſſage of good news to the 
poor trembling and ſelf- condemned finner, who i is 
filled with ſhame and remorſe, and ready to fear 
that his fins have been too many, had too many 
aggravations, and been perſevered in too long for 
him reaſonably to expect pardon, and favour. But 
the-Goſpel, is the Goſpel of the grace « of God, and 
therefore tells bim that Jehovah, is rich in grace 


and abundant in mercy, and that he i is ever wait- 


ing to be gracious; that he even delighteth in 


mercy, that whoſoever will, may come and take 


the water of life freely. —With what joy and 
pleaſure, with what wonder and tranſport, docs 
the ſoul who has taſted the Lord is gracious, 
read ſuch deſcriptions of God's grace as are 
contained in the following ſcriptures : « But 
“ God, who is rich in mercy, - for his great love 

“ wherewith he hath loved use even when we 
« were dead in fins, hath quickened us together 
« with Chriſt: by grace are ve ſaved. Eph. ii. 
4.58 But after that, the kindneſs and love of 
E 2 1 God 


. 


and encouraging view given of that ſalvation 


BE 
10 God dur Saviour towards man appeared. Not 
it by works of righteouſneſs which we have Nh 
but according to his mercy he ſaved us.” Tit. 
in. 4, 5- In theſe paſſages there is a moſt ſuitable 


which comes by grace alone, manifeſtly proving 
| the propriety of this ſcriptural expreſſion— ie 
ek to the grace of God. | 
Goſpel is worthy of being thus deno- 
Many becauſe it is one of the principal me- 
diums By which | grace is communicated to the ſoul. 
In the experience of too many, the Goſpel is heard 
in vain, nay, the truths of it are ſo oppoſite to tl 
the wiſdom, ſelf-righteouſhefs, and ſenſuality of -j 
their minds, that it excites in them nothing but 
contempt and enmity. But in ſome it is far other- 
wiſe; for it reſis upon their conſciences with 
wer, and conveys into their hearts a principle of 
faving grace. Many who have gone firſt under 
the preaching of the Goſpel, from a principle of 
mere curioſity, whillt they were totally ignorant of 
God, of themſelves, and the way of falvation by 
Jeſus Chriſt, have, in the moſt unexpected man- 
ner, found it the power of God to their effectual 
converſion. This head of our diſcourſe is fully 
illuſtrated and confirmed by the Holy Scriptures; 
and ſome of the moſt eminent among the Apoſtles 
thus deſcribe it: ** Of his own will begat he us 
« with the word of truth.” James, i. 18. „See- 
60 ing ye have Purified your fouls in obeying the 
be cc truth, 
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( 29) 
e truth, through the ſpirit, unto unfeigned love 
ce of the brethren, ſee that ye love one another 
« with a pure heart fervently : being born again, 
e not of corruptible ſeed, but of incorruptible, by 
the word of God, which liveth and abideth 
for ever.” 1 Pet. i. 22, 23. For the hope 
„Which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye 
© heard before in the word of the truth of the 
e Goſpel, which is come unto you, as it is in all 
© the world; and bringeth forth fruit, as it doth 
© alſo in you, fince the day ye heard of it, and 
«© knew the grace of God in truth.” Col. i. 5, 6. In 
the firſt of theſe texts, Chriſtians are ſaid to be be- 
| gotten or born again through the Word; in the 
ſecond, they are faid to have purified their ſouls 
through obeying the truth; and in the third, they 
are deſcribed as bringing forth fruit: one of them 
aſcribes all to the will of God, the other aſeribes all 
to the Spirit of God; and the laſt makes expreſs 
mention of the grave of God. From the whole 
then it is manifeſt, that theſe ſcriptures aſcribe 
all the effects of the Goſpel to a divine influence. 
Many of us can ſet our feal to this truth, our own 
experience perfectly harmonizing with it. Often 
had we liſtened to the found of the Goſpel with» 
out effect, till continuing in ighorance, in fin, 
and in unbelief; till at laſt God accompanied it 
with power: then it ſhed light upon our under- 
ſtandings, melted and ſoftened our hearts into 
es and brought into our ſouls that faith 
which 


FI 3 
which comes by hearing : then it brought into 
our hearts the grace of God; and, lo ! we that 


were once darkneſs, are made light in the Lord; 


we that were once dead are quickened ; we live a 
life of faith upon Jeſus, and a life of holy de- 
votedneſs to God our Saviour; and hope, at laſt, 
to live with him in glory. In regard to all that 
we know, experience, and practiſe now, each of 
us muſt ſay, By the grace of God I am what I 


% am,” 1 Cor. xv. 10; and through eternity we 


will praiſe him, that ever we heard the bleſſed 
Goſpel, through which the Lord has done ſuch 
great things for us. | 

4. The Goſpel is the mean of increaſing and 
ſtrengthening that grace in the ſoul, which it has 
been infirumental of planting, and is, therefore, 


ſuitably denominated the Goſpel of the grace of 
God. Some few ignorant and ſelf-ſufficient pro- 


ſeſſors of religion imagine that they have attained 
to that degree of knowledge, and have advanced ſo 
far in the expericnce of divine things, as not to 
need the ordinary means of grace like other 
_ Chriſtians. Nothing can well render the realify 
of that perſon's religion more queſtionable, than 
ſuch a temper of mind. Itis contrary to the lan- 
guage, and the ſpirit of the Holy Scriptures, and to 


_ the experience of thoſe believers who are moſt to 


be imitated and envied : I mean thoſe, who have 
found neareſt and moſt intimate communion with 


God, walked moſt humbly and conſcientiouſly 


4 before 


6 


; before men, and have been moſt unreſervedly de- 

voted to the fear and ſervice of God. Theſe have 
uniformly valued the houſe of God, and the Goſ- 
pel preached there: they have found, that, by a 


conſtant attendance upon the Goſpel, the meaſure 


of their grace was increaſed, the actings of it ren- 
dered more lively and vigorous, and its fruit more 


abundant. ** But grow in grace, and in the know- 
„ ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt,” 
2 Pet. iii. 18, is not only enjoined upon Chriſtians as 
a duty, but it is very defirable in itſelf ; and where 
this defire is really known and felt, there will be 
an attendance upon the Goſpel for that expreſs 
Purpoſe ; yea, ſome aged Chriſtians, in the very 
' laſt ſermon they have ever heard, have had new 
diſcoveries of the glory of the Goſpel, new enjoy- 


ments of its comfort, and felt ſtronger obligations | 


to holineſs and obedience. 

5. In ſhort, every point of view in which it is 
poſſible to contemplate the Goſpel, tends to en- 
large our admiration, and fill us with love and 


gratitude for the rich and glorious diſplay which | 


it makes of grace in the ſalvation of ſinners. 


This grace ſhines in the Perſon by whom the 


great work is accompliſhed. It had been very 


gracious in Jehovah, if he had commanded our 


deliverance, or if he had ſent an angel to effect it; 
but we read that © God ſo loved the world, that 
e he gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever 
believed in him, ſhould not periſn, but have 
" everlaſting 
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4e a life,” John, iii. 16. Here Cbriſt 
ſpeaks of his own undertaking as ariſing entirely 


out of the boundleſs love and grace of his Father, 


which is ſo rich and extraordinary, that he is ut- 


terly at a loſs for a term ſufficiently big with 


meaning by which to expreſs it. That he ſhould 
thus ſend his own, his only, and his well-beloved 
Son, to ſuffer and die for ſinners, is marvellous 
grace indeed, and might well lead the Apoſtle to 
utter that devout exclamation—** Thanks be unto 
% God for his unſpeakable gift.” 2 Cor. ix. 15, 
Well might the Prophet alſo be loſt in ſurpriſe 
and ecſtacy, when, in the ſpirit of prophecy, he 
ſaw the glory and majeſty of Him whoſe love for 


ſinners induced him to become their Redeemer, 


and of whom theſe words are ſpoken : © Who is 
“ this that cometh from Edom, with dyed gar- 
« ments from Bozrah ? this that is glorious in 
„ his apparel, travelling in the greatneſs of his 
« ſtrength ? I that ſpeak in righteouſneſs mighty 
& to fave.” Iſa. Ixiii. 1. The Apoſile, deeply 
impreſſed with the recollection of the grace which 
Jeſus has diſplayed in undertaking ſuch a deſpe- 
rate cauſe as ours, thus ſpeaks of it to one of the 
primitive churches : © Ye know the grace of out 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that though he was rich, yet 
e for your ſakes he became poor, that ye through 

© his poverty might be rich.” 2 Cor. viii, g. 
The grace exhibited in the Goſpel appears alſo 
in the _—— of perſons on whom its rich 
bleſſings 


© 38 1 
bleſſings are beſtowed. If they had either univer- 
fally or generally been conferred upon thoſe 
whom the world eſteem moral and good, there 
| might be ſome pretence for ſuppoling that human 
merit had ſome influence upon the ſalvation of 
the ſoul. But no; grace takes quite a dif- 
ſerent direction, and paſting by men who are 
even ftudious to approve themſelves to God, 
and who are buſily employed * going about to 
6c eſtabliſh their own righteouſneſs 3˙ Rom. X. 3. 
it delights to magnify itſelf in the converſion: of 
ſach ſit nners as Manaſſeh, who made the fireets 
of Jeruſalem to run down with blood, 2 Chron. 
xXXXIli. 12, 13; in ſuch ſinners as that woman 
who came to Jeſus i in the houſe of Simon, and fo 
whom he faid, * Thy ſins are forgiven thee 
Luke, vii. 37, 38. 47. This grace is Sifplayed in in 
the ſudden and unexpected converſion of the 
thief upon the croſs, who firſt reviled Chriſt, and 
immediately aſter prayed to him, found pardon, 
and went from his execution as a malefactor 
among men, to his coronation among the ſaints 
in the heavenly paradiſe. Luke, xxiii. 42, 43. 
But moſt eminently was this grace rendered glo- 
Tious in the effectual ſalvation of Saul of Tarſus, 
one of the moſt bigotted and hardened unbe- 
lievers of all'the inftances we have cited. Look 
at all theſe witrieffes for the glorious efficacy of 


the pra grace of God, in which of them will 'you 
find virtue rue and wert inherent ? In wich of them 
9 TJY7O0 2 '? For 7 11 „ 4 444k « will 
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will you find any thing to deſerve the ſavour on 
bleſſing of God? In which of them will you find 


any prediſpoſition towards Jeſus and his Goſpel ? 
They were every one ſo dark and benighted in 
their underſtandings, had ſuch hard and unbe- 


liüieving hearts, and yielded ſuch unreſerved obe- 


dience to Satan and their own imperious luſts, 
that they had neither the leaſt knowledge nor ex- 
perience of true godlineſs. But Jeſus looked 
upon them with an eye of pity as he did upon 
Peter; his almighty grace arreſted and ſtopped 
them in their mad career of folly and fin; their 
underſtandings were illuminated, their wills ſub- 
dued, their affections ſpiritualized, and they 


Þ enabled ſo to ſerve God, and walk in all good 


conſcicnce towards men, as abundantly evidenced 
the reality. of the change : and whilſt the unbe- 
lieving and profane are filled with aſtoniſhment 
and diſguſt, angels rejoice over them, ſaints 


congratulate them and welcome them to their 


communion, whilſt they themſelves look up to 
Heaven, and, adoring the God of their ſalvation, 
exclaim, ** Lord, thou wilt ordain peace for us, 


,* for thou alſo haſt wrought all our works in 


& us.” Iſaiah, xxvi. 12. 
It appears evidently to be the Goſpel of the 
grace of God by the ſovercignty with which God 


diſtributes its light and power. Every nation 


bas not this. heavenly gift, and in many places 
where the letter of it is poſſeſſed, the power of it 
is 


„ * » te OO» 


is 


did the — himſelf firſt manifeſt his grace 
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is little known, and Y bleſſings of it enjoyed by 
very few, and thoſe are moſtly the poor and the 
unlearned, which eventually becomes a ſtumbling- 


block to the carnally wiſe and ſelf-righteous. 
Few ſcriptures ſpeak more decidedly upon this 


humbling topic than this: © For he ſaith to 
„ Moſes, I will have mercy on whom I will 
„„ have mercy, and I will have compaſſion on 

« whom I will have compaſſion. So then it is 
* not of him that willeth, nor of him _ 
„ runneth, but of God that ſheweth mercy.” 


Rom. ix. 15, 16. To whom did the goodneſs 
and grace of God direct the firſt intimations of 


2 the bleſſed news that Shiloh was come? Did the 
angels ſent to announce this truth, bend their 


courſe to the court either of Czfar or Herod ? 
Did they haſten to the Jewiſh Sanhedrim, where 
ſat in eccleſiaſtical pomp many learned doctors. 
and rabbies, who were eſteemed by the multi- 
tude to be the depoſitaries of all that was wiſe 
and good? No; they are ſent to the poor ſhep- 
herds who were e watching their flocks in the open 
field. 

Whom did the grace of God ſelect to be the 
witneſſes of Chriſt, and the firſt preachers of the 
Goſpel ? Did he chooſe Scribes thoroughly taught, 
and extenſively read in all the branches of Jewiſh 
literature? No; but he went to Galilee, and 
took them from among fiſhermen. To whom 
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in the migifiry of the word ? Was it to the wiſe 
and the rich, or to the illiterate and the poor? 
To. the latter. In all theſe, and many other 
fimilar. inſtanges, we ſee, an illuſtration and proof 
of thoſe words of our Lord: I thank thee, 
O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, becauſe 
” thou baſt bid theſe things from the wiſe and 
% prudent, and haſt revealed them. unto, babes. 
16, Eyen ſo, Father; for ſo it ſeemed good in thy 
« ſight.” Matt. xi, 25, 26. So odious was this 
; dodrine of Jehovah's ſovereignty i in the times of 
our Lord, that when he had been exempli ying it 
. only in regard to the diftribution of providential 
- favours, in the caſes of Naaman and the widow 
of Sarepta, we are told that « all they of the 
*© {ynagogue, when they heard theſe things, 
« were filled with wrath, and roſe up and thruſt 
him out of the city, and led him unto the 
* brow of the hill, whereon their city was built, 
„ that they might caſt him down. headlong,” 
Luke, iv. 28, 29. 4 
If it was thus whos: Jeſus Chriſt preached the 
- Goſpel among a | people, who poſſeſſed and read 
the oracles of God every ſabbath-day, what can 
be expected in our, own, days, from either un- 
godly perſons or ſormaliſts, but that which is 


actually experienced, namely, the moſt unqua- 


lified reproach, and the moſt determined oppo- 
„dition? Tes: he that will fully and faithfully 
A preach the — of the grace of God, in all it 
branches 
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base and conſequenices, muſt be content to 
pak for a fanatic, and an enemy to mankind, às 
one that ought not even to be endured. The doc - 
trines of the Goſpel are ſo odious to the pride of 
human wiſdom, its grace fo oppoſite to all the 
views of the ſelf-righteous, and its morality fo 


1 ſevere and unreaſonable in the eye of the'ſen- 
ſualiſt, that they will all agree to crucify it, as 
Herod and Pontius Pilate did its divine Author. 


And ſhall we, through either policy or fear, aifn 


a to ſritter down the Goſpel to the taſte and ap- 
probation of theſe men? God forbid ! Did the 


patriarchs, did the prophets, did Chriſt and his 


apoſtles, obtain their good word or their friend- 


ſhip? Were they not reviled, hated, and. perfe- 


.cuted ? and did not their afflictions from men 


ariſe from hence, that they preached a Goſpel, 


and lived lives which were exactly oppoſite" to 


the opinions, feelings, and practice of "other 
men? In vain then ſhall either human learning 
or human authority be exerciſed to ſeduce us from 
the fimplicity of the Goſpel, or to weaken our 


boaſt in the truth, the power, the grace, "which 
it diſplays. , We will refer the final deciſion be- 


tween us and thoſe who reproach us, to the y 
when every man's work ſhall be tried: in the 
mean time we will ſay, and we ſay it with Bu- 


mility and gratitude, that we know in whom! we 
| believe, we know what we beliere, We, > fee! 
power of what we believe. We are ſure that this 


1 Goſpel 


Goſpel does fill our hearts with hatred to fin, 


with love to Jeſus Chriſt, and a deſire not to 


love the world nor the things thereof. We do 


know, that, through embracing this bleſſed Goſ- 


pel, we find much more ſweetneſs in our mercies, 
greater ſupport under the afflictions and cares of 


life, and ſometimes realize the proſpect of a 
dying hour with pleaſure. Where then will the 


adverſaries of this Goſpel find a ſyſtem which 
can do more, or ſo much for finners, as this ? 
Satisficd that none can be found, we will con- 
tinue to rejoice in it ourſelves, and preach its 
glad tidings to others. We come now, 
Thirdly, to ſhew what it is 2 Ze/tify this Goſ- 
pel. Under this head of diſcourſe we ſhall inquire, 
I. What the Chriſtian miniſter is to teſtify con- 
_ cerning this Goſpel ? 1. That it is, Truth, It is 
called © the Goſpel of God.” Rom. i. 1. It is a 
_ revelation. from heaven, even the © grace and 
« truth” which © came by Jeſus Chriſt.” _ 
- 17. It is not a cunningly deviſed fable, but 
4 more ſure word of prophecy whereunto ye do well 
e that ye take heed, as unto a light that ſhineth 
e in a dark place.” 2 Pet. i. 19, It has every 
feature and every excellency which a revelation 
from heaven might be expected to poſſeſs, and 


thoſe who are not ſatisfied with the evidences 


: ; which are produced in its favour, would neither 
believe one from the dead, nor an angel from 
en. Indeed it always has, and it always 


will 
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will have enemies and oppoſers. When Jeſus 
Chriſt preached this Goſpel, they ſaid, © He hath 
« a devil and is mad, why hear ye him?“ John, 
xX. 20. When Paul preached this Goſpel be- 
fore Feſtus and Agrippa, the former exclaimed, 
Paul, thou art beſide thyſelf.” Acts, xxvi. 
24. When he preached Jeſus, and argued in 
favour of this Goſpel in Athens, ſome ancient 
philoſophers expreſſed their contempt thus: 
„What will this babbler ſay?” other ſome, 
* He ſeemeth to be a ſetter forth of ſtrange 
“ gods.” Acts, xvii. 18, We may therefore na- 
turally conclude, that all who ſet up their own 
reaſon againſt the authority of divine revelation, 
' thoſe who truſt in their own duties, and thoſe 
who walk after their own luſts, will, in every 
age, and in every place, deſpiſe, reject, and 
| ſpeak evil of the Goſpel of the grace of God, 
and eſteem all thoſe as fools and impoſtors, who 
faithfully and zealouſly teſtify it. 

2. In teſtifying this Goſpel, we ſhould endeavour 
to impreſs upon the minds of our hearers its 
value and importance ; it is one of the moſt bene- 
 ficial gifts that ever God beſtowed upon man. 
That nation, that neighbourbood, which has an 
abundance of the faithful miniftrations of the 
Goſpel, may be congratulated in the words of our 
Lord: © Blefſed are your eyes, for they ſee, and 
« your cars, for they hear.” Matt. xiii. 16. 
To flight and undervalue this Goſpel is a proof 
of grout ignorance; it is ſinning againſt, and 
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wronging our own ſoul; it is an at of high 


diſobedience againſt God, and we ought fre- 


quently to addreſs ourſelyes and others in the lan- 


guage of Heb. ii. 3: © How ſhall we eſcape if we 
&« neglect ſo great falyation ?” 
3. The excellency and glory of the Gopal 3 is 
another branch of this teſtimony. We might 
mc this by diſcourſing upon its celeſtial origin, 
and its glorious ſubject Chriſt, who is © the 
* brightnes of the Father's glory, and the expreſs 
10 image of his perſon ;” and alſo its iſſue, which 
is a life of eternal glory in heaven. But the chief 
excellency of the Goſpel is, its being i in all re. 
ſpects ſo ſuitable to the ends for which it was 
originally provided. In its conſtruction it is. the 
perſection of wiſdom ; its doctrines and bleſſings 
are among the deep things of God ;” the glory 


and majeſty of God are deeply impreſſed upon the | 


face of the material world, but it is in the Goſpel 
that they ſhine with the greateſt effplgence ; it is 
here that we are led to exclaim, .** Mercy and 
truth ate met together, and righteouſneſs and 
*« peace have;kifſed each other.” Pia. IXXXV. 10. 
One great end of the Redeemer's gbedjence 
and death was. to glorify God; that Jeſus has 
accompliſhed this, is. plain by his own words : 
I. have glorified. thee. on earth; I have fiviſhed 
% the work which thou. gaveſt me to do. - Ihn, 

xvii. 4. Lea, in. the perſon and work of e 
the diving perloQions, aro ee and th 
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to completely, and ſo equally, that it is difficult 


to ſay which appears*moſt glorious, the juſtice 
and holineſs of God in the puniſhment of ſin, or 


the grace and mercy of God in the forgiveneſs 
of the ſinner. The ſalvation of the Church was 


the other glorious end propoſed to be accome * 


pliſhed by Jeſus Chriſt. He raiſes his people out 
of that debaſed and inglorious ſtate: into which 


fin had plunged them; he liberates them from 
the imperious reign of their own luſts; he breaks 
the chains by which they are held captive by the 


prince of darkneſs, and introduces them to ſuch 
_ dignity, purity, and happineſs, as is calculated 
to give them the moſt exalted ideas of that glory 


which is to be revealed, and of which grace is 
the happy earneſt and forctaſte. If we are led to 
an. experimental acquaintance with this Goſpel, 
then we ſhall be ready to exclaim with admira- 
tion, „This is the finger of God! '” We ſhall, 
under the influence of genuine. gratitude, break. 


ſorth in the language of David, Bleſs the Lord, 
O my ſoul; and all that is within me, bleſs his 
c holy name.” Pſalm ciii. 2. 


4. In teſtifying this Goſpel, we muſt dwell 


upon the fruits and evidences of a perſonal intereſt 


in its bleſſings. All who profeſs the Goſpel aro 
not real partakers of, its power and grace: it is 


effectual only in thoſe who believe with the heart 


unto rightcouſneſs., We muſt ſay to thoſe wha 
hear us, en le ſaid to profeſſors of 
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his time : © Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, 
© not to the fleſh to live after the fleſh, for if ye 
& live after the fleſh, ye ſhall die; but if ye, 
© through the ſpirit, mortify the deeds of the 
« body, ye ſhall live.” Rom. viii. 12, 13. To 
be hearers of the Goſpel, and talk of it and its 
miniſters, is nothing; if we would prove our- « 
ſelves real diſciples of Jeſus, we muſt deny our- 
ſelves, and take up our croſs: the Goſpel muſt 
change our hearts, and infuſe the ſpirit and tem- 
per of Chriſt into them; we muſt come out from 
among the world, we muſt ſet the fear of the 
Lord before our eyes, and do all in the firength, 
and with an eye to the glory of God. Theſe will 
be the bleſſed fruits of the Goſpel in us, if we know 
the power of it, and live under the ſweet enjoy- 
ment of its conſolations. 
II. To whom are we to deliver this ne ? 
| When the Goſpel was firſt publiſhed by the ſe- 4 
venty diſciples, it was under a reſtriction truly t 
alarming in its aſpect toward the Gentiles; for V 
part of the commiſſion run thus : © Go not into _ 


ce the way of the Gentiles; and into any city of £ 
4 the Samaritans enter ye not.” Matt. x. 5. tl 
The reaſon of this is, however, clearly explained V; 
by the language of the Apofile : © But now, in P 


« Chriſt Jeſus, ye who ſometimes were far off, 
« are made nigh by the blood of Chriſt ; for he is | 
* our peace, who hath made both one, and hath x 
7" broken down * middle wall of partition be- u 
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* tween us: having aboliſhed in his fleſh the 
« enmity, even the law of commandments con- 
'5* tained in ordinances, for to make in himſelf of 
„ twain one new man, ſo making peace.” Epbeſ. 
11. 15—15. No ſooner is this great end accom- 
pliſhed, than the predictions of the prophets re- 
ſpecting the converſion of the Gentiles begin to 
unfold themſelves, and the final commiſſion left 
with the diſciples, is enlarged, and thus ex- 
preſſed: Go ye into all the world, and preach 
« the Goſpel to every creature.” Mark, xvi. 15. 
It is a ſtrange and unſcriptural opinion which 
ſome good men have imbibed upon this ſubje& : 
they think the Goſpel may be preached in the 
hearing of ſinners, and that its truths may be ſet 
before them, but that it muſt not be addreſſed 
to or enforced upon them; but we have not ſo 
learned Chriſt; we feel it our privilege and duty 
to teſtify the Goſpel to the chief of ſinners, even 
to thoſe who have ſinned the moſt openly, 
whoſe tranſgreſſions have taken the moſt exten- 
five range, and been accompanied with the 
greateſt aggravations, and alſo perſevered in with 
the moſt obſtinacy, againſt the light and con- 
victions of conſcience, and repeated calls from 
providential diſpenſations, and the miniſtry of 
the word; yea, even to ſuch we would ſay, © To 
< you is the word of this ſalvation ſent.” Acts, 
Xiii, 26. So clear and fo ſtrong is our conviction | 
upon this ſubject, that if we knew which of you 
G 2 Mo 
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in this congregation had the blackeſt heart, lead 


the moſt wicked life, and run with moſt avidity 


in the broad way that leadeth to deſtruction, we 


would ſay to you, Seek ye the Lord while he 
* may be found; call ye upon him while he is 
* near. Let the wicked forfake his way, and 
© the unrighteous man his thoughts, and let him 
e return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy 
* upon him, and to our God, for he will abun- 
c dantly'pardon.” Iſaiah, lv. 6, 7. Come, then, 
poor guilty ſinner, turn away thine ear no longer 
from the word of reproof; harden thy heart no 
longer againſt the promiſes and threatenings of a 
holy God; lift up thine eye and thine heart to 
Jeſus, who fitteth in heaven; once, at leaſt, in 
the courſe of thy life, aſk him to pardon and bleſs 
you: he is able, he is willing to ſave; he has 
faved thouſands as vile as you. Look to him, 
lay hold on him, cry to him in the language of 
one of old, Jeſus, thou ſon of David, have 
„% mercy on me!” Mark, x. 47. Without him 
and the bleſſings of his ſalvation, you muſt be 

miſerable in life, ſtill more miſerable in death, 


and the child of deſpair through eternity! Oh 


that the power of the Goſpel may reach your 
heart to-day ! may the bleſſed Spirit convert you 
to Jeſus! and then ſhall it be ſaid of you, © Is 
„ not this a brand plucked out of the fire?” 


Zech. iii. 2. 
To our thus addrefling finners it is objected, 
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| that their underſtandings are totally dark, that 
their hearts are as an © adamant ſtone,” and their 
minds altogether ſo deeply abſorbed in fin and 
enmity againſt the Goſpel, that they have neither 
will nor power in themſelves. All this is, in 
fat, ſaying no more than that they are dry 
e bones.” Tf it be aſked, © Can theſe dry bones 
«ver. we anſwer, © Lord, thou knoweſt;” 
and haſten to fulfil the divine injunction :' © Pro- 
* pheſy upon theſe dry bones, and ſay unto 
* them, O ye dry bones, hear the word of the 
« Lord.” Ezek. xxxvii. 1. 5. It is ours to teſtify 
the Goſpel, and leave the iſſue to that holy om 
with whom is the breath of life. | 

We are juſtified in preaching the Goſpel to 

ſinners, by the words of our Lord and the prac- 
tical expoſition which the Apoſtle Peter gave of 
them in his own miniſtry. After Jeſus had in. 
one place ſaid, . that repentance and remiſſion 
«of ſins ſhould be preached in his name among 
*« all nations,“ he adds, “beginning at Jeru- 
„ ſulem.“ Luke, xxiv. 47. This was indeed 
ſaying, In Jeruſalem my doctrine and miracles 
have been awfully deſpiſed and miſrepreſented; 
they have rejected, perſecuted, and crucified me: 
they are the greateſt of all finners ; their fine are 
of a crimſon die; nevertheleſs, preach my Goſ- 
pel to them; let it be preached unto them firſt. 
Peter did as his Lord directed; and to theſe 
very finners he thus addreſſed himſelf : «© Repent 


66 ye, 
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« ye, therefore, and be converted, that your 


*«« ſins may be blotted out, when the times of re- 


< freſhing ſhall come from the preſence of the 
« Lord.” Acts, iii. 19. We addreſs this ex- 
hortation to you, men and brethren, to-day. 
God grant ſome of you repentance and conver- 
Non, that you may become the firſt fruits of this 


houſe, the building of which has no other end 


than the ſalvation and edification of ſouls. 
We not only maintain, that the Goſpel is to be 


preached in the moſt direct and explicit manner 
to ſinners, but that the prooſs of it are fo ſtrong. 


and abundant, that we are ſurpriſed that any 
_ Chriſtian miniſter ſhould queſtion it for a mo- 
ment. There are ſeveral different ways in which 
the Goſpel is to be addreſſed to ſinners ; of each 
of theſe we ſhall — examples from the . 
Scriptures: 

1. In the way of invitation. Sometimes it is 
very general, as thus: The Spirit and the Bride 


w_ ſay, Come; and Jet him that heareth ſay, | 


* Come; and let him that is athirſt come; and 
*© whoſoever will, let him take the water of life 
& freely.” Rev. xxii. 17. Sometimes it is more 


explicit, as in the ſolemn and affectionate ad- 


dreſs which was ſpoken to the profeſſors of 
Laodicea : *I counſel thee to buy of me gold 


&© tried in the fire, that thou mayeſt be rich, 


© and white raiment, that thou mayeſt be 


« clothed, and that the ſhame of "wy nakedneſs 
« do 


Er - 
ec do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with 


* ceye- ſalve, that thou mayeſt ſee.” - Rev. iii. 18. 


2. In other places, we find ſinners addreſſed 


in the way of argument. When Jehovah him- 
ſelf is the preacher, this method is purſued : 


«© Come now, let us reaſon together, ſaith the 
« Lord; though your fins be as ſcarlet, they 
“ ſhall be as white as ſnow; and though they 
«© be red like crimſon, they ſhall be as wool.” 
Ifaiah, i. 18. Ho every one that thirſteth, 
« come ye to the waters; and he that hath no 
* money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, 
e buy wine and milk without money and with- 
out price. Wherefore do ye ſpend money for 
« that which is not bread, and your labour for 


„ that which fatisfieth not? Hearken diligently 


« unto me, and cat ye that which is good, and 
« Jet your ſoul delight itſelf in fatneſs.“ Ifaiah, 
Iv. 1, 2. That the Goſpel was preached to 
ſinners in the firſt of theſe texts admits of no 
controverſy, in my judgment; for they are de- 
ſcribed as the moſt wicked and profane perſons; 
yea, they are thus accuſed: © Your hands are 
full of blood,” ver. 15: and it is as plainly 

to be inferred from the laſt, becauſe the perſons 
addrefſed are deſcribed as ſpending their money 

for that which 1s not bread, and their labour for 
that which ſatisfieth not. This is not the caſe 
with believers; but it is a juſt repreſentation of 

unenlightened and profane perſons. 


3. Ihe 
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3. The Goſpel is to be preached alſo to ſinners 


by the medium of earneſt and affectionate en- 


treaty : this is plain by the deſcription which the 


Apoſtle gives of the miniſiry of reconciliation, 
and the manner of exerciſing it, in the following 
words: Now, then, we arc ambaſſadors for 
« Chriſt, as though God did beſcech you by us; 
% we pray you in Chriſt's ſtead be ye reconciled 
& to God.” 2 Cor. v. 20. He that is deeply 
impreſſed by the love of ſouls, and is moſt 
anxious for their converſion, will abound mot 
in this ſtrain of preaching; and it can be proved 
from the page of hiſtory, that thoſe who have 
been moſt eminently uſeſul in winning ſouls to 
Feſus Chriſt, have been thoſe who have, with 


the greateſt affection and ardour, addreſſed the 


invitations and promiſes of the "nn to the con- 
ſciences of ſinners. 


. It is alſo to be inculcated as an expreſs 1 in- 


. junaion from God: And this is his command- 


« ment, that we ſhould believe on his Son Jeſus 


« Chriſt.” 1 John, iii. 23, This command is 
accompanied by the moſt awful ſanction poſſible, 
the promiſe of eternal life to him that obeys it, and 
the threatening of everlaſting puniſhment to the 
_ difobedient : © He that believeth, and is baptized, 
&« ſhall be ſaved ; and he that belicveth not ſhall 
« be damned.” Mark, xvi. 16. The fin. that 


finally proves ruinous to the ſoul, and which, 
ſhuts it up under guilt and un. is, 


tho 
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the fin of unbelief, through which he not only 


rejects pardon and eternal "4 but even makes 


God a liar. 1 John, v 


We ſhall finiſh this wo of the ſubject with 


ting) a paſſage of Scripture peculiarly appro- 
priate to the queſiion, and fingularly awful: 


% Becauſe I have called, and ye refuſed; I have 


* firetched out my hand, and no man regarded; 
e but ye have ſet at nought all my counſel, and 
«© would none of my reproof; I alſo will laugh 
« at your calamity ; I will mock when your fear 
% cometh.” Prov. xxiv. 25, 26. If the doctrine of 
thoſe who deny the propriety of Goſpel invitations 
were true, ſchovah could not thus addreſs ſinners 
in the day of awful retribution; if he had not 
expreſsly ſpoken to them by his word and Goſpel, 
they could not be condemned for deſpiſing and 
not believing it: they might ſay, We are not to 
blame in this caſe; the Goſpel was not preached 
* to us; we were neither invited, entreated, nor 
* commanded, to repent, and believe the Goſpel.” 
Nay, ſome of them would have to ſay, We 
& anderſtood from the -preachers we heard, that 
« jt was no part of their commiſſion to preach to 
ſinners; and we made ourſelves very eaſy about 
„the matter, ſatisfied that there could be no fin 
« in omitting to do * which God himſelf had 
* never required of us. 

III. The manner in which we ſhould teſtify the 


| Goſpel. 1. We muſt teſtify the whole Goſpel. 


H To 
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To ſelect ſome favourite topic, or that only 
which is popular at the preſent time, is, at beſt, 


but a partial teſtimony. The Goſpel is a chain, 


every link of which is of ſome importance; and 
its beauty and ſtrength conſiſis in the union of 
all its parts. He that receives it not as a whole, 
without either adding to or taking from it, will 
not receive it in its full effect. 

2. This teſtimony ſhould he delivered in meek- 
neſs and patience. To preach the Goſpel under 
the influence of our own paſſions, is to inſult God 
in his own temple. One of the moſt experienced, 
as well as one of the moſt ſucceſs ful witneſſes for 


this Goſpel, writes thus: The ſervant of the Lord 


“ mult not ſtrive, but be gentle unto all men, 
te apt to teach, patient, in meekneſs inſtructing 


be thoſe that oppoſe themſelves.“ 2 Tim. ii. 24, 


25. From within, and from without, we ſhall 
find hindrances, ſo many, and to diſcouraging, 
as ſometimes to be ready to exclaim, I will not 
** make mention of him, or _ any more in 
* his name.” Jer. xx. 9. 

3. Afedionately and ſeriouſly. It is a ſingular 
bleſſing to be enabled to preach the Goſpel in 
ſuch a way as will prove we affect ionately love 
the ſouls of our hearers, and ardently deſire their 


ſalvation, How cald and fecble is this principle 


in us, compared with the Apoſtle Paul, who ſaid, 


could wiſh that myſelf were accurſed from 
„ Chriſt, for my brethren, my kinſmen, accord; 
Y ing | 
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ing to the fleſh.” Rom. ix. 3. He ſaid this 
of a people from whom he had received nothing 
but ſlander, hatred, and perſecution. 
| We ſhould alſo teſtify this Goſpel with great 
feriouſneſs. It is not to. be amuſed that men 
come to hear the Goſpel, but rather to hear what 
God will ſay to their fouls: we are to bring them 
a meſlage from God, and we ought to addreſs 
them in every way by which they are ſuſceptible 
of being impreſſed. We ſhould make the moſt 
ſolemn appeals to the conſcience, and endeavour 
to arouſe them to fear by the threatenings of the 
law, and to hope by the promiſes of the Goſpel. 
In diſcharging a truſt ſo important, and which 
carries with it ſuch momentous conſequences, we 
cannot too ſtrictly adhere to the Apoſtle's maxim: 
In doctrine ſhewing uncorruptneſs, gravity, 
% ſincerity, ſound ſpeech that cannot be con- 
« demned.” Tit. 11. 8. 
4. This teſtimony ſhould be delivered faithfully | 
| Miniſters are ſtewards, ſhepherds, and watch-. 
men. All theſe characters imply reſponſibility, and 
require fidelity; and our encouragement to it is 
thus ſet forth : „Be thou faithful unto death, 
* and I will give thee a crown of life.“ Rev. ii. 
10. We and our hearers muſt fland together at 
the judgment- ſeat; and if we would not have 
them accuſe us of being acceſſory to the loſs of 
their ſouls, let us not ſail to preach to their con- 


ſciences; we muſt aſſure them in the moſt earneſt 
H 2 and 
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* and affectionate manner, that, without they are 
* juſtified in Jeſus Chriſt, born again of the Holy 
Spirit, and made truly holy, they cannot fee the 
kingdom of heaven. We mult not only lead the 
fipner to the foot of Calvary, and firive to allure 
him by the love of an expiring Redeemer, but we 
muſt alſo lead him to the fide of Mount Sinai, | 
and let him ſee the lightnings and hear the 
thunders which proceed from the broken law t 
againſt all unbelievers. All this may be ineffectual, 
and the finner, inſtead of crying, What ſhall I 
do to be ſaved ? may conſtrue our labour of love « 
to be the reſult of uncharitableneſs and bigotry. _.. « 
If fo, the following ſcripture ſhall comfort us: 


« Yetif thou warn the wicked, and he turn not - 
« from his wickedneſs, nor from his wicked way, t. 
&* he ſhall die in his iniquity ; but thou haſt de- « 
* livered thy ſoul.” Ezek. iii. 19. F 
5. In teſtifying this Goſpel, we muſt remind mn 
our hearers, that no gifts or zeal, on our part, a 
nor any attention or prudence on theirs, will, of u 
themſelves, avail to make the Goſpel efſectual to ſe 
ſalvation: „ have planted, Apollos watered z fi 
but God gave the increaſe. So, then, neither ſt 
« is he that planteth any thing, neither he that 7s 
« watereth, but God that giveth the increaſe.” 10 
1 Cor. iii. 6, 7. Onc preacher may be learned, in 
critical, and flowery, to a proverb, and yet not 
win ſouls to Jeſus Chriſt ; another may be plain 


and — correct, and n he may be owned of 10 
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in time, Ky to an inheritance among the ſaints 
human attainments toe low, and that we under- 


value them becauſe we have not been happy 
enough to partake of them ourſel ves; but hear 


the opinion of one againſt whom even a ſuſpicion 
of this fort cannot be harboured for a moment: 
And my ſpeech and my preaching was not 


„ with enticing words of man's wiſdom, but in 


«, demonſtration of the ſpirit and of power, that 
«« your faith ſhould not ſtand in the wiſdom of 


« man, but in the power of God.“ 1 Cor. ii. 4, 5. 
IV. The minifters of Jeſus Chriſt muſt teſtify 
| the: Goſpel at all hazards. The Apoſile focaks 
thus: For neceſſity is laid upon me; and woe 


„is unto me if { preach not the Goſpel.” 1 Cor. 


ix. 16. Ie that is really called to this work 
muſt not draw back; even the oppoſition and the 
authority of the civil magiſtrate cannot releaſe 
him from his obligation; he ought neither to be 
ſeduced by intereſt, nor deterred by fear. The 
firſt preachers of the Goſpel have given us a 
ſiriking example, when the ruters «© commanded 


“them not to. ſpeak at all, nor teach, in the 


% name of Jeſus.“ How did they receive this 
injunction? “Peter and John anſwered, and 
* ſaid unto them, Whether it be right in the 


| * fight of God to hearken unto you more than 
_« unto God, judge ye,” Ads, iv. 18, 19. We 
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in glory. Some may think that this is placing 
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ian to-day worſhip God according to the dictates 
of our conſciences; but who can tell what ſhall _ 


be on the morrow ? The ardent zeal which now 
ſhews itſelf among the people of God to ſpread the 
Goſpel, and the daily increaſe of ſuch places of 
worſhip as this which is to-day opencd for the in- 


ſtruction of this neighbourhood, may not only 
excite prejudice, but perſecution alſo. But the 


duty of Chriſtian miniſters is plain ; they muſt 
teſtify the Goſpel of the grace of God in the face 
of every danger. They have abundant encou- 


ragement to this, both from the promiſes of God 


and the hiſtory of the Church. 
In the very infancy of the Church, the Goſpel 


was reviled and oppoſed, not only by learned 
philoſophers, bigoted prieſts, and powerſul ma- 


giſtrates, but alſo by the lower claſſes of ſociety, 
whoſe ignorance and ferociouſneſs frequently ma- 


niſeſted themſelves in ſuch tumultuous proceed- 


ings as endangered the lives of the Apoſtles ; but 


ſtill the word of God grew and multiplied.” ?“ 
Acts, xii. 24. The preachers of it increaſed, 


and waxed more bold and courageous; it was 


preached more frequently, and with more abun- 


dant evidence of ſucceſs : thus, what was deſigned 
to hinder, ultimately helped to extend the Goſpel. 
Let us not then tremble for the ark of the Lord; 


Jeſus has aid, © The gates of hell ſhall not pre- 
« yail againſt it.” Matt. xvi. 18. In the improve- 


ment of this ſubject we addreſs ourſelves, : 
. 


— c 


— 
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I. To the careleſs ſinner. Prompted perad» 
venture only by curiofity, you have come to hear 
what would be ſaid on opening a new mecting. 
We will ſeize the opportunity of ſpeaking to you 
faithfully concerning your wretched condition as 
ſinners. Oh that this Goſpel might to-day ef- 
 fectually work in you © repentance toward God, 
“ and faith toward our Lord Jeſus Chriſt !” Acts, 
XX. 21. Tou live in the neglect of prayer, read- 
ing the Holy Scriptures, and the public worſhip 
of God. The value of your fouls, the ſhortneſs 
of time, the importance of death, and the ap- 
proaching ſcenes of eternity, are as completely 
eſtranged from your heart as they are from the 
minds of heathens. Once more this Goſpel is 
preached to you ; perhaps this is the laſt ſermon 
ſome of you will bear; deſpiſe Jeſus and his ſal- 
vation this once, and it may be you will hear of 
them no more, till, on your dying bed, or in an 
eternal world, your conſcience reproaches you 
ſor your folly and Wickedneſs in neglecting them. 
Oh that I could fully expreſs to you the great 
miſery and danger to which you are expoſed ! 
Oh that I could deeply impreſs upon your hearts 
a conviction of the immenſe loſs you ſuſtain in 
being unacquainted with the glory, honour, and 
conſolation of this Goſpel! The knowledge of 
this would add much ſweetneſs to your mercies, 
give you ſupport in your afflictions, diſarm * 
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of its terror, and iſſue in eternal glory. We ad- 


dreſs ourſelves, 
IT. To the profeſſors of religion, „ Who con- 


1 ſtantly hear this Goſpel, admire the preachers of 


it, and profeſs to have a real affection for it. All 
this promiſes fair, but will it bear a ſcrutiny? 
Even in the firſt age of Chriſtianity, when a 
profeſſion of it was diſgraceful in the eyes of 
men, and dangerous to the perſon himſelf, it was 
received by too many only in form and in the 
letter: how much more likely is it to be the cate 
now, when a profeſſion is ſo much more general, 
and may be made with ſo little inconvenience ? 
What then has this Goſpel done for you ? If it has 
only informed the judgment,. and given a more 
decent aſpect to the external conduct, it has com- 
paratively done but little. You may yet love and 
live in fin; you may ſtill neglect all fellowſhip 
with God; you may, nevertheleſs, live in friend- 
ſhip with the world, and be governed by its 
ſpirit and maxims. The grob point is, whether 
the Goſpel has convinced you that you are guilty 
ſinners, and deſerve the wrath of God, led you 
to renounce all dependance upon your own righ- 
teouſneſs, and brought you to believe in, love, 
and embrace Jeſus as your only, your all- ſuffi- 
cient Saviour? Has it made ſabbaths a delight, 
the Holy Scriptures precious, the ſaints your 
moſt defirable companions, and fin your * 
and moſt hateful _ ? | 


„ 

Does not conſcience teſtiſy againſt ſome of you, 
that you have not thus received Chriſt, that you 
do not thus walk in him? No; you have a heart 
divided between God and the world; you make 
your religion ſubſerve your intereſt and your 


convenience; you indulge * the luſt of the fleſh, _ 


* 'the luſt of the eyes, and the pride of life,” 
1 John, ii. 16. We addreſs ourſelves, 
III. To the convinced and awakened finner. 
You are come to-day in the ſpirit and language 
of the poor publican, or the returning prodigal. 
Jou know that you have broken the law of God, 


incurred its penalty, and are every day fearful 


leſt divine juſtice ſhould arreſt and puniſh you. 
It may be, that you have long mourned your mi- 
ſerable ſtate as a guilty ſinner, you have long 
ſought reſt and comfort, and ſtill you are at times 


almoſt the ſubject of deſpair. Have you not been 
hanging about the ſide of Mount Sinai? If fo, it 
is no wonder 3 . yield nothing but darkneſs, 3 


and thunders, tempeſt : turn away, then, 
from the law of works; come to Mount Zion. 
This Goſpel we are preaching to you to-day ex- 


hibits your remedy: it brings a meſſage from 
God, ſuited to the extent of all thy fin and 


miſery. Hear the ſoſt and gentle accents which 
fall from the lips of our compaſſionate Jeſus : 
Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy 


e laden, and I will give you reſt.” Matt. xi. 28. 


Is not this f news? Only believe the teſti- 


and 


S 


iful and gracious High Prieft, 


: 
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and thy ſoul ſhall no longer be a prey to gullt 


and deſpondency, but rather it ſhall abound with 
that peace which paſſeth all underſtanding, and 
that joy which is unſpeakable and ſull of glory. 
We cloſe with an addreſs, 

IV. To real Chriſtians. What gratitude do 
you owe to God that you have been enabled to 
believe and embrace the Goſpel, whilſt ſo many 
have either heard it without profit, or totally re- 


jected it as a human invention! You are pri- 


vileged to ſay, For God who commanded the 
flight to ſhine out of darkneſs, hath ſhined into 


our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of 


the glory of God in the face of Jeſus Chriſt.” 
2 Cor. iv. 6. Now let the purity of it appear in 
your life; adorn the doctrine of God your Saviour 
in every thing, in heart, ſpeech, and behaviour; 
and thus let your light ſhine before men. Fre- 
quently meditate on the humbling addreſs which 


the Apoſtle made to one of arly Churches: 
hat haſt thou, | 


| % that thou didſt not receive * Cor. iv. 7: 


where you immediately reſide, but 
| . . L : : - | 


"It is our duty to remind youTor the many and 


impottant obligations which you are laid under 
through having received the Goſpel in faith and 


power. You ought conſtantly to attend the miniſtry 
ol the Goſpel ; you ought never to be aſhamed of 
it; you ought to be earneſt to fee it ſpread, and, 
to the utmoſt of your ability, afſiſt i in this good 


work ; and that not only in the narhood 


ſtill > dark and wretched ſtate of heathen 
lands, which are, in a moſt awful degree, the 
habitations of ignorance, impurity, and idolatry.” 


Too long has the Chriſtian world monopolized | 
the light and bleſſings of the Goſpel to itſelf ;* 
and thouſands ſtill continue to ſhew the greateſt: 


indifference to thoſe. nations that are ſitting in 
darkneſs, and the region of the ſhadow of death ; 


or. if their. boſoms wane heave a ſigh of pity, at is}. 
momentary, and] only produces a' cold. and lan- 


guid repetition of that beautiful expreſſion, thy 
„kingdom come,” without ſo much as putting, 


one finger to the work, in the uſe af thoſe means. 


which, are ſuitable to the end, and which other 
| Chriſtians have purſued in paſt times with (a; 


much ſucceſs. It is fo evidently - the dach r 


Chriſtians to endeavour to ſpread the Goſpel in 
every poſſible, direction, that no reproach, no 
oppoſition, no gragements, ſhould induce 


them citherral;hhs A abandon, or flacken wer 


ardour in the tappt, Gb 
To conclude. Fac ns this day be thankful that. 


the Goſpel not only continues to be preached.in 
our country, but that the light and power of i; 


are extending on every ſide, . Antther houſe ia, 2 88 


this day gpened for the preaching of it; and we 
hope that many who wanted either ability or in- 
clination to 8⁰ ſurther, will attend here to their 

oo have this Goſpel among 
te Preaching of it attended with 
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